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PERSONAL CONDUGT

Code of conduct for all players and clubs

OUR COMMITMENT

The Bradford & District Tennis Association is committed to ensuring that every club in the league
provides a safe and friendly environment for all players so that they can play tennis in a relaxed

and friendly atmosphere.

PLAYER RESPONSIBILITY

It is the responsibility of every player in the league to ensure that their conduct, when playing or
watching, at any venue in the league is sporting, sociable and respectful of other players. Bad

language or threatening and abusive behaviour have no place on any tennis court.

CLUB RESPONSIBILITY

It is the responsibility of every club in the league to adopt policies which ensure that their venue
offers a warm welcome to visitors from other clubs and a safe and friendly environment for all
players. All clubs within the league will be held responsible for the conduct of their players.
Complaints about the conduct of individual players must be dealt with by the club concerned. If a
complaint is upheld the level and nature of any sanction is at the discretion of the club. If a player
is suspended or banned from playing, they are not permitted to play for any other club in the

league for the period of the suspension or ban.

APPEALS PROCESS

Any appeal against the decision of the club should be made in writing to the League Management

Committee through the League Secretary.




B&DTA STANDING RULES

Governance & structure

01

02

04

NAME
The Association shall be called the Bradford & District Tennis Association (B&DTA).

OBJECTIVE

The objective of the Association shall be to promote the interests of the Association’s tennis

clubs.

The officers of the Association shall be Chair, Vice-Chair, League Secretary, Treasurer, Match
Secretary and Junior League Secretary. The election of officers must be held every year at the

Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM must be held within 3 months of the end of the financial year (31 December). If

possible, all officers of the Association should attend the AGM. The clubs may send up to two
representatives to the AGM, but clubs shall be entitled to no more than one vote each on any

resolution.

LEAGUE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (LMC)

Consisting of the Chair, Vice-chair, Treasurer, League Secretary, Match Secretary and Junior
League Secretary and up to three additional members, the LMC shall be responsible for the
day-to-day running of the Association. The LMC shall also be responsible for adjudicating any
infringement of the rules of the Association or any dispute between clubs. In these cases, the

clubs concerned may send representatives to the relevant meetings.

MEMBERSHIP
Clubs must apply to the League Secretary for teams to be admitted to the league by the due

date. Each application must be ratified at the AGM. New teams will be entered into the lowest

division.
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Membership & finances

07 ANNUALREGISTRATION FEES
Registration fees shall be fixed and agreed at the AGM. Registration fees must be paid by the

clubs before the start of the season. Any club not paying by this deadline will not be entered

into the league.

08 FINANCIAL YEAR
The financial year shall close on December 31st. The Treasurer shall present to the AGM an

audited account of the year’s income and expenditure and the year-end balance sheet.

09 naubiToRS
An independent auditor shall be elected every year at the AGM

10  RECORDS OF THE ASSOCIATION

The Secretary shall keep a record of all business carried out at the League Management

Committee meetings, the AGM and any other Association meetings.

11 EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETINGS

If requested by the representatives of more than half the clubs in the Association, the League

Secretary shall convene an Extraordinary General Meeting
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B&DTA STANDING RULES [CONT.)

Competition & compliance

The Standing Rules and Playing Rules of the Association are published on the Association’s
website and are available to all clubs, club representatives and players. Any breach of the rules
should be referred to the League Management Committee to decide the appropriate course of

action.

CHANGE OF RULES

Any member of the Association may propose changes to or additions to the rules of the
Association. Any such proposals must be presented to the League Management Committee at
least 6 weeks before the published date of the AGM. All rule changes must be agreed by the
AGM.

PROMOTION & RELEGATION

Promotion and relegation will normally be on a two-up, two-down basis. When the number of

teams registering is known the Match Secretary will decide the composition of the league.

PAID PLAYERS

Under no circumstances should anyone be paid, in cash or with any other inducement, to play

for any club in the Association.

Each club shall have Public Liability Insurance
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League regulations and match procedures

A team shall consist of 4 ladies or 4 men.

A match shall consist of 4 rubbers.

a. Each rubber shall consist of a best-of-three format.

b. A tie-break should be played at 6 games all in each set. For the third set, by mutual
agreement a Champions tie-break set can be played. If agreement is not possible, the final

decision rests with the home captain.
c. All Champions tie-breaks should be recorded as 7-6.

d. For rearranged matches that are played in the evening, a Championship tie break as a third

set shall be played. The third set score shall be recorded as 7-6.

Matches to be decided on rubbers only.

a. If it is not possible to complete the match on the day due to inclement weather or court
conditions, a new date to play the unplayed or unfinished rubbers must be arranged
between the 2 team captains.

b. The home team will offer a minimum of four dates to the away team, two of which must
be weekends or weekday evenings, otherwise the home team will receive a one rubber
penalty. The away team must respond and accept one of the offered dates within seven
days or receive a one rubber penalty. The re-arranged date should be within six weeks of
the original fixture date. If, at the end of 14 days, there is no agreement, application can
be made to the Match Secretary. The home team will post the agreed re-arranged fixture
date on the website. All re-arranged matches must be completed one week after the end
of the season.

c. Players who have not actually played in the original fixture can be replaced for the
rearranged fixture. A player may not play for more than one team on the same original
fixture date, even if one of the matches is rearranged or postponed for a different date. A
penalty for fielding ineligible players will apply.

d. If a rearranged match is not played on the agreed date; a further date, time and court will
be specified by the League Management Committee. If the rearranged match is not
completed by the default of one team the normal playing rules shall apply.

e. Mutual agreement of both representatives is necessary before any decision regarding the
postponement of the fixture can be applied.

f. Indoor courts, if available, shall be used when necessary to fulfil matches in inclement
weather.
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League regulations and match procedures

The League Management Committee are happy for players to move clubs during the season, in
order to accommodate changes of circumstances. A player wishing to move from one club to
another during the Season, must send a written transfer request to the League Secretary, who

will then forward same to the League Management Committee for consideration.

Home team to meet all expenses of the match.

The balls to be used for all matches during the playing season shall be agreed at the January
AGM. At least 6 new balls shall be used for each match.

Ladies' matches will begin at 2pm. Men's matches will begin at 2.30pm. Alternative start times
can be made as required by mutual agreement at least six days in advance. Any pair which is
incomplete at the start time will automatically lose their first rubber to the opposing pair. If the
pair is still incomplete 45 minutes after the start time, they will automatically lose both their
rubbers. For evening matches, each team should have one pair on court at 6.30pm. Teams
must be completed and available by 7pm, otherwise defaulters will forfeit the rubber un-

played.

Any club not fulfilling a scheduled fixture will have the appropriate number of rubbers

deducted i.e. a complete match four rubbers, if only one pair available two rubbers. (See 14.2)

Where in any season a club has two or more teams, a player having played a total of four
matches for a higher team or teams, may not then play in a lower team. Application for
dispensation to this rule must be made to the League Management Committee. (As rule 6

above).

Any club playing the away fixture and cancelling the home fixture with the same club must

defray half the opposing club’s expenses for balls and courts for matches played.

The rules of the Lawn Tennis Association (subject to the B&DTA rules) shall apply.
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League regulations and match procedures

a. Ifin any division two or more teams are equal on rubbers at the end of the season, then to
decide final divisional placings, sets difference shall count and, if equal on sets, then games

difference shall count.

b. Teams awarded rubbers on a 'walk over' shall be allocated games and sets pro-rata to the

season's performance in the event of a count up to decide final league placings.

a. Either team can enter the result by Wednesday 9.00am or a one point penalty will be
applied to both teams. Verification of the score is still required, but there will be no penalty

for late or non-verification.

b. Any club having two players with the same surname and initial (e.g. Tom Brown and Tim
Brown) playing in the different teams/divisions must ensure that the said players' names

are entered in full.

Clubs having two teams in any division to play each other on the first match in each half of the

season, in so far as is practicable in arranging the fixture list.

a. The teams occupying the last two places in all but the bottom divisions shall be relegated,

and the teams occupying the first two places in all but the top divisions shall be promoted.

b. The playing leagues will be organised into divisions at the first meeting of the calendar

year, at the discretion of the committee.

If after the normal relegations and promotions have been made, there is a vacancy (vacancies)
in any division, it (they) shall be filled based on the following. The highest placed team who
were relegated from the higher division will be reinstated in the division from which they have
been relegated and, if there is more than one vacancy, the lowest placed team relegated will

be reinstated to the higher division.

a. If any team withdraws from the League at any point, all their results shall be declared null
and void and they will not be eligible for re-entry to the League until the start of a

subsequent season in accordance with Standing Rules.

b. If any team forfeits more than three scheduled matches, they will be automatically

relegated and all matches null and void.
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Mixed league regulations and match procedures

1 TEAM COMPOSITION
A team shall consist of two ladies and four men.

2  WMATCH STRUCTURE

A match shall consist of 9 sets. Each lady shall play one ladies doubles and two mixed doubles
against different lady opponents. Each man shall play two men's doubles and one mixed

doubles.

3  START TIMES & FORMAT
Matches shall start at 6.30 pm prompt. Any players not in attendance at that time shall forfeit

the first set that they would have played. Any player not in attendance by 7.00 pm is to
concede the second set and by 7.30 pm to concede the third set. Teams not arriving by 7.00
pm shall concede the match.

The order in which sets shall be played shall be:

e First: 1 ladies doubles and 2 men's doubles

e Second: 2 mixed doubles and 1 men's doubles

e Third: 2 mixed doubles and 1 men's doubles

Normal long sets shall be played with a tiebreak at 6 all.

1 FIKTURE LIST
The league fixture list shall be followed except where there is an unavoidable court clash and

an alternative day will be mutually agreed.

O  BADWEATHER

In the event of a match having to be cancelled for bad weather, the match shall be halved 4.5

sets each.

6 LEAGUE TABLE
The league table shall be arranged to show the clubs in order of success on the basis of points
achieved. Two points for a win and one for a draw. The position of teams with the same
number of points will be decided by sets average, i.e. the total number of sets won divided by

the total number played, expressed as a percentage.

7]  UNFINISHED MATCHES
If a match cannot be finished, then the teams shall retain credit for any sets they have

already won even if only one set has been completed. The remaining sets shall be shared

equally.

10
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Mixed league regulations and match procedures

Results including a list of players shall be submitted onto the league website. Either team can
enter the result and this must be done by Friday 9.00am or a 1 point penalty will be applied to
both teams. Verification of the score is still required, but there will be no penalty for late or
non-verification. If the date of a match is altered for any reason this must also be done by
Friday 9.00am.

3 or 4 new balls per court shall be used per match. There must be facilities for changing and

any refreshments are to be provided by the home team.

There will be a subscription for each team entered in the league to be agreed at the annual
meeting. This will be increased for any clubs not paying by the date of their first match as

agreed at the annual meeting.

On ALL occasions ALL players must turn up for a match and be ready to play by 6.30pm and
assume the match will be played. No cancelling except by prior arrangement by the two
captains concerned. To facilitate this both captains must be available at least by text on their
mobile phones from 4.30pm or if not must provide an alternative contact number to the

opposition captain 24 hours in advance. If this is not done apply Rule 3.

Any member clubs sending several representatives to the AGM shall be entitled to a maximum

of three votes (one per team).

At the end of the season one team will be relegated from Division 1 and one team will be
promoted from Division 2. Should there be enough teams that the league forms 3 divisions
then two teams will be relegated from Division 2 and two teams will be promoted from
Division 3. If a new team enters the league or a team drops out the Friendly League
Representative on the B&DTA League Management Committee will decide where to split the

divisions.

11
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PLAYING RULES - FRIENDLY LEAGUES (CONT.)

Mixed league regulations and match procedures

MULTI-TEAM PLAYERS

Once a player has represented a club's stronger team on three occasions, he or she cannot
play again for the weaker team that season. If a club has two teams in the same division
'stronger' shall mean that called with the earlier letter of the alphabet. If a player plays down

when he/she should not the rubbers they played in will be credited to the opposition.

ONE CLUB PER SEASON

Players may only represent one club in a season.

START TIME ADJUSTMENTS

For early and late season fixtures it is important that the starting time is strictly adhered to.

Clubs may agree to start at 6.15pm if both captains reach agreement.

11
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Proudly sponsored by Dunlop

Bradford and District Tennis Association is proud to be sponsored by Dunlop for the supply of

tennis balls.

For more information on Dunlop, go to www.dunlopsports.com
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